“Declaration of Intent Education Packet”

                                                   Use it!
Washington State law mandates that those choosing to homeschool their children must, among other duties, file a Declaration of Intent to Provide Home-based Instruction. RCW 28A.200.010 Home-based instruction -- Duties of parents: (1) Each parent whose child is receiving home-based instruction under RCW 28A.225.010(4) shall have the duty to:(a) File annually a signed declaration of intent that he or she is planning to cause his or her child to receive home-based instruction. The statement shall include the name and age of the child, shall specify whether a certificated person will be supervising the instruction, and shall be written in a format prescribed by the superintendent of public instruction. Each parent shall file the statement by September 15th of the school year or within two weeks of the beginning of any public school quarter, trimester, or semester with the superintendent of the public school district within which the parent resides…”

As our law states, the only information that homeschoolers are mandated to provide to their local school districts consists of the child's name, age,
and whether the instruction is being supervised by a certificated person.

Over the years, WHO has worked with many homeschoolers in districts around the state whose Declaration of Intent forms request additional information. These information requests have most often included: birth date(s) of child(ren),
name of certificated person overseeing instruction, and method of qualifying to homeschool. As each instance has come to WHO's attention, WHO has worked to educate district personnel on the laws pertaining to homeschooling and the Declaration of Intent. WHO has also been in contact many times throughout the years with the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction working to encourage clarity and accuracy in the Declaration of Intent forms.
  
If the Declaration of Intent from your school district is not in compliance with the law and the prescribed form put out by the Office of the Superintendent of Pubic Instruction you are encouraged to use WHO’s “Declaration of Intent Education Packet”. You may use these documents to educate your district about why their form is not compliant and ask that they bring it in line with

the law.

The “Declaration of Intent Education Packet” consists of four documents:

1. A sample cover letter you may use and sign your name to.

2. A copy of the “prescribed” Declaration of Intent form from the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

3. A letter from a past O.S.P.I. employee, Melinda Dyer. 

4. A copy of the Home-Based Instruction Law, Chapter 28A.200. Be sure to highlight item number (1)(a) to draw attention to the fact that the items to be included on the Declaration of Intent are mandated in law.

We at WHO hope you will make use of this packet.




